
Dear Villagers,

It’s been a very unusual six months
since our last newsletter in March, just
at the start of the Coronavirus
lockdown. Throughout all the worry
and necessary changes to our daily
routines, it has been reassuring to see
our community come together, helping
one another and staying connected. As
ever, thanks to everyone involved.

At the start of lockdown, a sizable team
of volunteers came forward to help our
vulnerable neighbours, shopping,
calling-in for a chat, cooking for each
other and even delivering fish and
chips! It’s easy to underestimate how
isolating the past few months has been
for some people and even now,
following the easing of some
restrictions, it is vital to continue to be
good neighbours and keep an eye out
for each other. Thanks to everyone
who volunteered and please keep up
the good work.

During the summer, the hall and
playground has been closed.
Following rule changes in July, we re-
opened the playground and it’s been
great to see it so well used especially
now that school is back. A big shout-
out for the ‘Marksbury Mowers’ who
keep the grass cut and everything
looking tidy. If you would like to
volunteer to join this group, please
contact Andy Baker.

At our last committee meeting and

following a thorough risk assessment
we have agreed to re-open the hall. At
the moment this is very limited to a
maximum of 6 people unless it is one
of the exempted activities (including
some sporting and work related
events). If you would like to hire the
hall, please contact us so we can
discuss what might be possible (email
marksburyvillagehall@gmail.com).

During the hall closure period, we
have received very little income which
has been very worrying as the hall
costs around £8,000 per year to run.
Luckily, and with huge relief, we were
awarded a sizable grant from the UK
Government to cover our running
costs.

We have also been active in
continuing our investments in the hall
following a further grant earlier in the
year. We had the first phase of tree
pruning carried out whilst the
playground was closed and we have
recently had the parking area
resurfaced which was well overdue.
We hope you agree that this has made
a really positive impact and takes us a
few steps closer to completing our 5
year plan (details overleaf).

One of the casualties of Coronavirus
was the cancellation of this year’s
summer fete. The first time this has
been cancelled in the history of the
hall which was very sad. We hope to
run this event in 2021 alongside the
reintroduction of some of our favorite

social events such as quiz night and
pub night. Keep an eye out on the
website, Facebook site or WhatsApp
for further updates.

We are approaching our planned AGM
in November which is a great
opportunity to reflect on progress over
the past year, to review our finances, to
discuss plans for the future as well as
listen to your feedback and ideas. This
year’s AGM will be held via Zoom and
if you would like to join us, please see
details overleaf.

The future of our hall relies on having a
strong committee. This should not be
seen as a job for life and so we are very
keen to hear from villagers who would
like to join the 2020/21committee,
helping us to keep ideas and energy
levels fresh and to make sure that over
time, everyone has an opportunity to
make a difference in our community.
We are also looking for a bookings
manager (paid) and anyone with digital
skills to help us with our website and
marketing activity. Please get in touch
if you are interested.

Thanks again for your help and support
over the past six months. Let’s hope
the situation improves between now
and our spring newsletter and lets all
look forward to the day we can get
together for a social event at the hall.

Best wishes,

Marksbury Village Hall Committee
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Update from the Committee
Welcome to Marksbury Village Hall's fifth newsletter - and a chance to
update you on progress made since March

Highlights of the
past six months

Despite Covid
restrictions, the team
continue to make
improvements to the
village hall site where
possible:

Pollarding and trimming
of park trees - opening
up the beautiful views
from the hall

Complete resurfacing of
the car park - whitelining
to follow to allow for
more efficient use of
parking spaces

We were able to secure
a Covid Grant from
BANES which covers
the running costs of the
site and loss of summer
fete funds

We sadly say goodbye
to Shena Briggs who
has just had a gorgeous
baby boy - and
welcome Lesley Kettner
on to the Committee as
the new Secretary as of
18th September

Villagers enjoyed
socially distanced street
parties to celebrate VE
day on 8th May (pics
above and on website)
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Marksbury Village Hall
OUR PLAN - to improve the lives of residents for generations to come

1. Join the village WhatsApp group (text Rob with your request to join on
07540 469984)

2. Join the village Facebook group www.facebook.com/MarksburyVillageHall
3. Our website is regularly updated so take a look for the latest news;

the bookings calendar and events information: www.marksburyvillage.com
4. Speak to a committee member (listed at the bottom of the front page).
5. You can also get involved by organising your own events; volunteering to

support others or simply providing ideas and feedback – no idea is a bad idea!

Marksbury Village Hall | Registered Charity No: 304580
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Please go to our website www.marksburyvillage.com
and follow the EastFundraising link at the top of

Fundraising Page. It's so easy to make donations whilst
doing your every day shopping!

Access the website to find the detailed 'Plan', as well as all policy
documents, the booking calendar, hire information and details of

upcoming events at the Hall.

www.marksburyvillage.com

VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED &
APPRECIATED!

Volunteers are always needed to help the Hall
to thrive. Committee Members are responsible
for maintaining the hall and running events in
their free time. If you can also spare your
time, please step forward to help out at one
of our events, join the Marksbury Mowers or
offer your IT, website, maintenance/DIY
skills. It would be very much appreciated!

Email marksburyvillagehall@gmail.com or
speak to a committee member!

COMING UP NEXT
Provisional Dates for your Diary

October
Socially Distanced Litter Pick

3rd November 7.30pm
MVH AGM & Elections (via Zoom)

AGM and 2020/21 Elections
Tuesday 3rd November - 7.30pm
via Zoom

The MVH Annual General Meeting will be held
on Tuesday 3rd November at 7.30pm. We will
review the previous 12 months' progress; listen to
community feedback and elect the new
committee. If you would like to join via Zoom,
please register your interest by emailing
marksburyvillagehall@gmail.com

If you are interested in standing for election or
just want to find out more, please look out for
more information on our website or speak to a
committee member.

A reminder of how to stay in touch and keep informed about 'everything Marksbury'

Help us fundraise effortlessly:

We're well on track with our improvement plans: A REMINDER ABOUT TRIO

Your monthly Parish Magazine Trio is
now available online on the St Peter's
Church section of the MVH website.


